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Special Educational Needs (SEND) Information Report 2026-27 

Key Information 
 
Principal: Adam Rogers 
Assistant Headteacher Inclusion and SENDCo: Lisa Conce 
Assistant SENDCo: Elizabeth Parry and Carly Poole 
SEND Governor: Holly Cookson 
Link to Local Offer: www.trafford.gov.uk/localoffer 
 

Inclusion at Sale High School 
At Sale High School, we are ambitious for all students. We recognise and value neurodiversity and understand 
that students learn, communicate, socialise and experience the world in different ways. We seek to identify 
and build on individual strengths whilst reducing barriers to learning through inclusive practice, reasonable 
adjustments and personalised support where needed. We are committed to developing an inclusive 
mainstream environment where all students can access a broad and ambitious curriculum with appropriate 
support and reasonable adjustments. 
 
To achieve this ambition, we are committed to developing an inclusive mainstream environment where 
students can access a broad and ambitious curriculum with appropriate support and reasonable adjustments. 
Our approach is informed by high-quality inclusive teaching, inclusion-led leadership and inclusive community 
approaches, helping students to participate, belong and succeed within mainstream education. 
 
The school offers a range of targeted support to meet individual students’ academic, emotional and social 
needs. Academic support is provided through the Learning Hub, which delivers structured group and one-to-
one interventions focused on developing skills in Maths and English. In addition, the school recognises the 
importance of emotional wellbeing and provides dedicated support through the Wellbeing Hub and Talking 
Hub. These hubs offer both group and individual sessions to support students who may be experiencing 
difficulties with their mental health, with provision carefully matched to students’ needs to help them feel 
supported, confident and ready to learn. 
 

Working with Families 
We understand what a huge decision it is to choose a school which will enable your child to thrive. We strive to 
make sure that our families feel included and supported in all decisions made about their child. 
 
Students and families are included in decision making through the following: 

• Parent surveys 

• Parent workshops 

• Annual reviews 

• Parent groups 
 
Pupil Passports and Learning Plans:  

• These are co-created with students and families, capturing strengths, aspirations, and preferred 
learning strategies.  

• EHCP Process: Families are actively involved in the Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) process, 
contributing to assessments, outcomes, and reviews.  

 

• Review Meetings:  
- Held termly or more frequently, these meetings include student and parent feedback on progress and 

support effectiveness. 

https://www.trafford.gov.uk/localoffer


 
 

 2 of 8 

- Surveys and Feedback Tools: Parents are invited to complete surveys regarding SEND provision, 

communication, and satisfaction with interventions. 

- Student Voice Activities: Students are encouraged to express their views through structured interviews, 

feedback forms, and participation in person centred review. 

 

Context  
What is the range of SEND supported within the school based on the current population of students with 
SEND?  
As of September 2026, Sale High School has 1125 students on roll, of which 80 have an Education, Health 
and Care Plan (EHCP) and 141 access SEND Support (K). The most common type of need is Cognition & Learning 
and SEMH. 
 

Admissions Arrangements 
How do students with SEND get a place at Sale High School 
 
No student will be refused admission to Sale High School based on his or her special educational needs. In line 
with the Equality Act 2010, we will not discriminate against disabled children in respect of admissions for a 
reason related to their disability.  
 
Where Trafford Local Authority proposes to name Sale High School in an EHCP, made in accordance with 
section 324 of the Education Act 1996, the school will be sent a consultation and will outline whether the 
student’s needs can be met and whether a place will be offered or not. If it is deemed that it would be 
incompatible with the provision of efficient education for other children, this will be outlined in the 
consultation response to the Local Authority.  
  
Sale High School welcomes any requests to visit our site to ensure we can meet individuals’ needs (with advice 
as necessary from health professionals on suitability). 
 

Identification and Assessment 
How are additional needs identified at Sale High School? 
 
Sale High School follows Trafford’s local offer and the SEND Code of Practice to identify and support students 
with SEND. The school aims to provide inclusive education and early identification of needs through a 
combination of: 
 

• Transition data: Information from primary schools is used to support students entering Year 7.  

• Baseline assessments: Reading age and cognitive ability tests are conducted for Year 7 and in-year 
admissions. 

• Monitoring progress: If a student fails to make expected progress over two terms, further educational 
assessments are carried out to pinpoint areas of difficulty. 

• Staff observations: Teachers and support staff monitor students and raise concerns when learning 
barriers are observed. 

• Parental input: Parents are encouraged to share concerns and insights about their child’s development. 
 

According to the SEND Code of Practice: 

• Slow progress or low attainment alone does not mean a child has SEND. 

• Language barriers: A child whose difficulties stem solely from learning English as an additional language 
is not considered to have SEND.  

• Temporary emotional or social challenges that do not significantly impact learning or access to 
education may not qualify as SEND. 

• Lack of motivation or poor behaviour without an underlying learning difficulty or disability is not SEND. 
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Assess Plan Do Review 
1. Assess 

• Teachers, often with the SENDCo, assess the student’s needs using classroom data, observations, and 
screening tools.  

• This includes academic performance, behaviour, and social interaction.  

• Parental concerns are taken seriously and included in the assessment.  
 
2. Plan 
A support plan is created outlining: 

• Specific outcomes 

• Type and frequency of interventions 

• Roles of staff involved 

• Review dates 

• Parents are informed and involved in agreeing on the plan.  
 
3. Do 

• The planned support is implemented. 

• The class teacher remains responsible for the student’s progress, even if interventions are delivered 
outside the classroom.  

4. Review 

• Progress is reviewed regularly (typically termly). 

• Adjustments are made based on the effectiveness of interventions. 

• If progress remains limited, further cycles may be initiated or external specialists consulted 
 

Reviewing Progress 
What are the school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing students’ progress towards outcomes? 
 
Most students with SEND are supported through a graduated approach before an Education Health and Care 
Needs Assessment is considered. 
 
Graduated Approach: Assess, Plan, Do, Review 
Assess 

• Sale High School uses baseline assessments (e.g. reading age, cognitive ability) on entry and monitors 
progress termly. 

• Teachers and the SENDCo collaborate to identify students not making expected progress. 

• Parent and student voice are captured through: 
- Initial concern forms 
- Review meetings 
- Pupil Profiles and Learning Plans that include student strengths and preferences.  

 
Plan 

• SMART targets are set in Learning Plans, co-created with input from students and parents. 

• Plans detail: 
- Specific interventions 
- Staff responsibilities 
- Review timelines 

• All staff working with the student are informed of the plan. 
 
Do 

• Interventions are delivered by teachers or support staff, but the class teacher retains responsibility. 

• Students may receive: 
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- In-class support 
- Small group or 1:1 session 
- Access to assistive tools (e.g. reading rulers, laptops).  

 
Review 

• Progress is reviewed three times a year, or more frequently if needed. 

• Reviews involve: 
- Teachers 
- SENDCo 
- Parents and students 

• Outcomes are evaluated, and plans are adjusted accordingly 
 
 
Whole School Evaluation of SEND Provision 
Provision Map 

• Sale High School uses Provision Map software to: 

• Track interventions 

• Monitor outcomes 

• Share updates with parents  
 
Impact of Interventions 

• Effectiveness is measured through: 

• Academic progress 

• Attendance 

• Engagement 

• Feedback from students and staff 

• The school uses EEF guidance to select evidence-based interventions.  
 
United Learning SEND Audit & Adviser Support 
 
As part of United Learning, Sale High School benefits from: 

• Regular visits from Regional Directors and SEND advisers 

• Access to SEND audits to evaluate strengths and areas for development 

• Support with curriculum, safeguarding, and inclusion strategies.  
 
Reports to Governors 

• SEND is a standing item in the Standards and Achievement Committee. 

• Governors receive: 
- Termly updates on SEND progress 
- Data on pupil outcomes and intervention impact 
- Feedback from audits and external reviews 

 

High Quality Inclusive Teaching 
 
The first response to SEND is high quality inclusive teaching. Teachers adapt learning through strategies such 
as: 
 

• Explicit instruction 

• Scaffolding 

• Visual supports 

• Chunking information 
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• Retrieval practice 

• Assistive technology where appropriate 

• Adapted homework and assessment arrangements 
 
Teachers remain responsible for the progress and attainment of all students in their classes. 
 

1. Targeted Interventions  
 
Where further support is required, students may access evidence-informed interventions including: 
 

• Lexia 

• Fresh Start 

• Wellbeing support 

• Thrive approaches 

• Counselling 
 
Interventions are selected based on identified need and their impact is regularly reviewed through academic 
progress, attendance, engagement and student voice 
 
2. Access to Specialist Support 

• SENDCo and Inclusion Team: Available for consultation, planning, and reviews. 

• External Agencies: 
- Educational Psychologist 
- Speech and Language Therapist 
- CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) 
- Occupational Therapy 
- School Nursing Services 

 
3. Transition  
 
We work closely with feeder primary schools, families and external agencies to support successful transition 
into Year 7. Additional transition arrangements may be provided where required to support individual students 
with SEND. 
 
The school also supports students with SEND when transferring to other schools and during transition to post-
16 education, training or employment. Information is shared with receiving settings, where appropriate, to 
support continuity of provision 
 
4. Exam Access Arrangements 
 
Access arrangements are considered on an individual basis and must meet JCQ criteria. A diagnosis of SEND, 
autism, ADHD or dyslexia does not automatically entitle a student to exam access arrangements. The school is 
required to gather evidence of need and demonstrate that any arrangement is the student's normal way of 
working in school before it can be approved. Arrangements may include extra time, rest breaks, readers, 
scribes or use of a word processor where appropriate 
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Behaviour Support 
 
Reasonable Adjustments 
 
We recognise that some behaviours may be linked to a student's special educational needs and/or disability. In 
accordance with the Equality Act 2010, reasonable adjustments will be considered where a student's SEND 
impacts on their ability to access learning or meet behavioural expectations. 
 
Adjustments are made on an individual basis, taking account of the student's identified needs and any relevant 
professional advice. These may include adaptations to communication, classroom routines, support strategies 
or environmental factors. 
 
Where concerns arise, the school will seek to identify and address any underlying needs whilst maintaining high 
expectations for behaviour and participation. Further information can be found in the school's Behaviour 
Policy. 
 

Inclusive Community 
How are students with SEND encouraged to take part in the wider school offer and learning opportunities?  
 
Participation in the Wider School Offer 
 
1. Student Leadership 
 
Students with SEND are encouraged to take part in leadership roles through inclusive practices. The school 
promotes leadership opportunities for all students, including those with SEND, by ensuring accessibility and 
support through staff and peer mentoring. 
 
2. Rewards 
 
The school runs the SALE Awards, a personal development scheme that celebrates student achievements 
across a wide range of experiences and behaviours. Students with SEND are supported to engage with this 
scheme, ensuring their efforts and progress are recognised equally.  
 
 
3. Extra-Curricular Offer 
 
Sale High School offers a rich variety of clubs before, during, and after school. These are advertised during form 
time and lessons, and students with SEND are actively encouraged to participate. Staff adapt activities and 
provide support where needed to ensure full inclusion.  
 
4. Educational Trips 
 
Students with SEND are included in educational visits and trips. The school ensures that reasonable 
adjustments are made to accommodate their needs, including additional adult support, tailored itineraries, and 
pre-visit planning to reduce anxiety and ensure safety. 
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How does the school involve other agencies and organisations in supporting students with SEND and their 
families? 
 
1. Multi-Agency Collaboration 
 
The school works closely with: 
 
Trafford Local Authority – following the Graduated Approach to SEND, which ensures a structured and 
responsive support system. 
Health and Social Care Services – including: 

• CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) 

• Speech and Language Therapists 

• Occupational Therapists 

• Sensory Impairment Services 

• Educational Psychologists 
 
These professionals contribute to assessments, interventions, and reviews, especially for students with 
Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs). 
 
2. Specialist Support Services 

• SEND Independent Advice Support Service (SENDIASS) 

• Special Educational Needs Advisory Service (SENAS) 

• Therapeutic Services for emotional and mental health needs 

• Connexions – for careers advice and transition planning 
 
3. Family Engagement and Communication 

• Families are involved in annual reviews, keyworker updates, and planning meetings. 

• The school shares specialist advice and recommendations with parents to help them support learning 
at home. 

• Student voice and parent voice are central to compiling Pupil Profiles, which guide classroom 
strategies. 

 
4. Transition Support 

• For students joining or leaving the school, Sale High coordinates with feeder schools, new institutions, 
and external agencies to ensure smooth transitions. 

• EHCP students receive tailored taster days and additional transition support. 
 
 
 

Transition 
At Sale High School, we have a Primary school liaison programme where members of the Pastoral and SEND 
team visit children and liaise with the SENDCo and year 6 teachers at our feeder primary schools. These 
children are also invited to experience life at Sale High on a Year 6 transition day. If your child has an EHCP, 
they will be invited for a further transition day tailored specifically for a small cohort of EHCP students. 
  
If your child is already at secondary school and is transferring to Sale High, we will arrange a tour and meetings 
with the Head of Year and SENDCo in preparation for transition. If your child is transferring to a new school, 
then all the relevant information regarding learning support is provided and we liaise with the new school to 
ensure a smooth transition where your child’s special educational needs can continue to be met.   
  
In Key stage 4, we thoroughly prepare our students to move onto their next stage of education and life through 
our PSHE curriculum. We work closely with Connexions, keyworkers and form tutors who support our pupils 
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with applications and interviews for further education. We liaise with colleges and sixth forms sharing relevant 
transition information. 
 

Staff Expertise 
What training do staff undertake at Sale High School to support students with SEND? 
 
At Sale High School, all teachers are teachers of SEND and are responsible for adapting their teaching to meet 
the needs of the students in their classes. 
 
Staff receive ongoing training and support to develop inclusive classroom practice and improve outcomes for 
students with SEND. This includes guidance from the SEND team, whole-school professional development and 
access to specialist training where appropriate. 
 
The school has a team of Learning Support Assistants who receive training to support students in lessons, 
deliver targeted interventions and promote student independence. 
 
Staff involved in identifying and implementing examination access arrangements receive specialist training and 
work in accordance with Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) regulations. 
 
The school also works with external agencies and participates in Local Authority and Trust professional 
development opportunities to ensure staff knowledge remains up to date 
 
 

Communication and Complaints Process 
 
Should you be unhappy with the special education provision for your child we would welcome your views and 
the SENDCo would be keen to meet with you to discuss. We would always try to work in partnership and so 
develop mutual trust. However, we do have a complaints procedure, which can be obtained from the Head 
teacher’s PA. 
 

Accessibility Plan 
 
We are committed to ensuring that disabled students can access education alongside their peers. The school 
makes reasonable adjustments, where appropriate, to support access to the curriculum, the physical 
environment and information. 
The school has an Accessibility Plan which is reviewed regularly and sets out how accessibility will continue to 
be improved over time. Further information is available in the school's Accessibility Plan and Accessibility Policy 
 

Links to other Useful Policies 
- SEND Policy 
- Safeguarding Policy (including an explanation of the arrangements for supporting looked after children 

with SEND.) 
- Accessibility Policy 

 


